Reading Comprehension — Lucky the Wildebeest.

1.

9.

Where was Lucky the Wildebeest born?
A. The plains south of Lake Natron: the Gelai plains.
Where do she and her mother migrate to?
A. Tarangire National Park
What kind of animal is Lucky’s friend, Love?
A. Zebra
Where do the animals go after the dry season, when it begins to rain again?
A. Back to the Gelai Plains near Lake Natron.
Why do the wildebeest and other animals need to migrate?

A. They migrate to Tarangire during the dry season to get drinking water
because the drinking water outside the Tarangire River watershed has
dried up. Then they migrate north to near Lake Natron and east to
Simanjiro during the wet seasons because there is drinking water and
the grass is more nutritious.

Which grass is more nutritious: short grass or long grass?

A. Short grass.

Why is the short grass so nutritious on the Gelai Plains?

A. Volcanic ash gives the grass important nutrients for animal mothers to
make healthy milk for their babies. The healthy milk forms healthy
bones.

How old is a wildebeest when it is on its own away from its mother?

A. Over 1 year old.

Dik Diks, Elands, and Gerenuks are classified in what family group?

A. Antelope.

10.What animal has a long trunk?

A. Elephant.

11.What animal has black and white stripes?

A. Zebra.

12.What do giraffes eat?

A. Leaves, and sometimes flowers, seeds, and grass (but mostly leaves).

13.What do wildebeests eat?

A. Grass.

14.What do wildebeests have on their head?

A. Horns

15.What do giraffes have on their head?

A. Ossicones.

16.BONUS: what is the difference between horns and ossicones?



A. Ossicones are made of bone, horns are made of keratin (like our
fingernails).
17.What kind of animal is an Ostrich?
A. Bird.
18.What are two of the fastest land animals in the Tarangire Ecosystem?
A. Thomson’s gazelles and cheetahs.
19.How long does it take for new wildebeest babies to be able to walk?
A. Wildebeest babies can walk within a few minutes of being born.
20.Lucky passes many animals on migration. Can you name a few?
Giraffe
Eland
Dik Dik
Gerenuk
Ostrich
Elephant
21.Elephants have long trunks. Why are these trunks important?

A. Trunks bring food and water to the elephant’s mouth, and they can smell
with them. They can wrestle each other with their trunks. They can clean
themselves with it, and dig for water. The trunk is a combination of nose and
lips (2 finger-like’ lips).

22.What happened to the foot of Lucky’s mother?
A. It was caught in a trap.

23.What are two of the biggest threats to wildebeest populations?
A. Expansion of farms by humans and poaching for bushmeat.
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