Activity: Wildebeest Math Exercise

Learning Objectives
Participants will be able to:

Identify what arithmetic operation should be used in the given scenario.
Identify units of measurement.

Solve word problems using the 4 basic arithmetic operations: addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and division of whole numbers.

Materials

Print version of questions and answers, or cards of questions and answers.
Optional: Pencil and paper

Procedure

1.
2.

The basic arithmetic operations should be written clearly on the board.

Offer a scenario to introduce the concept of word problems to the students. For
example: Two small groups of wildebeest join to form one large group. The one
group has 7 wildebeests and the other has 5 members. How many total
wildebeests are now in the one large group?

Use printed cards or write each question from the cards on the board and allow
students to work in groups to calculate the answer.

Students can change groups for additional student interaction or simply remain in
original groups.

To make it competitive, groups could compete to see which can reach correct
answer before the others.

Ask students to create word problems for one another.



There are 100 wildebeests in
a herd, and there are 52
herds in a region. How many
wildebeests are there in the

region?

If northern Tarangire and
southern Tarangire have the
same number of
wildebeests and there are
10,000 wildebeests in
Tarangire, how many are in

northern Tarangire?

There are 81 wildebeests
that visit the watering hole in
9 subgroups. How many
wildebeests are in each

subgroup?

There are 200 wildebeests
in a herd, and there are 4
herds in a region. How
many wildebeests are there

in the region?

If one area of grass feeds

12 wildebeests and there

are 3 areas of grass, how
many wildebeests will all the

grass feed?

Calves nurse from their
mothers for 6 months. If
there are 30 days in every
month, how many days until
the calves will eat grass
instead of nursing on their

mother’s milk?

An area has 76 wildebeests
and 4 have been eaten by
predators. How many

wildebeest are left?

An area has 37 wildebeests
and 6 are born. How many

wildebeests are there now?

A group of 3 wildebeests
find 2 wildebeest that join
them along their way. Then,
4 more wildebeests join
them at the watering hole.

How many are there total?

If a pile of wildebeest dung is
cleared up by 500 dung
beetles, how many dung

beetles are required to clear

2 piles of dung?

If one wildebeest weighs 150
kg, how much do 2

wildebeests together weigh?

An area has 42 wildebeests
and 6 have been eaten by
predators. Then, 2 wildebeest
calves are born. How many

wildebeest are there?




ANSWERS:

5200 5,000 9
800 36 180 days
72 43 9
1,000 dung 300 kg 38
beetles




